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memory was remarkable. Hellcn Shelley records, on the
authority of her and Bysshe's mother, that, when a small
thild, Gray's lines on the Cat and the Goldfish were
repeated by him word for word after a single reading.
Shelley's earliest regular instruction commenced when he
was sis years old, Till his tenth year he remained under
the educational guidance of the llev, Mr, Edwards, of
Warnhnm j though these four intervening years were
mainly spent in gaining bodily vigour, It is a common
mistake to Kuppose that the poet was an ethereal being
from his infancy onward j at no period (as his most dis-
tternlng admirers will emphatically agree in insisting) was
he too fur removed from, common humanity to be other
than a genuine creature of flesh and blood, At a time
when the author of the " Prometheus Unbound" and
"The Cenci" wan intensely mentally occupied with
dreamt of splendid poetic achievement, we find him
following with vivid interest and practical good sense
the public affair! which were then perturbing the whole
nation, and even writing to a friend to ba cautious about
investments in home funds at a season of such universal
disturbance and political uncertainty, Shelley seems to
hive naturally been of a vigorous constitution, though he
had always more or less of that appearance of delieacy
which is 10 far from rare among emotional and imagina-
tive young folk of cither sex, That he suffered con-
siderably In his later years is undeniable, but certainly
the mysterious pains which affected him in Italy were for
the moit part the penalties incurred by his habitual
neglect of the body, by his occasional use of narcotics,
and by a fitful oxceticbm which was undoubtedly theal death throughserly avarice, Some thirty-eight yearsed
